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The Athenian Mercury. 
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Queft 4. Hy-the generaliiy of Male or Female die 
in the Night ? ! 

Anfw. We queftion the trubh of the Obfervation, unlels 
when the Moon happens to change then ;— if at osher times 
any fuch thing be, we are rather apt to believe, it happens 
for want of fuirable a/ifance than any other more general 

ecréet Keaton. 
x Why the naked Golpel, mention’d is the Gazette, 
Tuly the 2d. {howd be cenfur'd azd burot for as Heretical 
Pamphlet ? ' Hae 

Antw. The Athenian Society have no mind tro av ifelation, 
and therefore are refolved ro lec che Que/tion alone ta be de- 
cided at the dz of Judgment. i 

Queft. 3, Dbang’d aCat Lately in my Garden full of Kirrens, 
and when (be was a dying the Kirtens cry'd within bere TE de- 
mand whence theybad Atr to make that Sound? »%, 

Ayjw. We have had ths Quejfion betore, however 1t 
being a diverting point, I fhall turcher add, The more 
crutl— Rogut ~—— you for your pains, thus with one Cord 
ro diftroy a wholeGenevation. But to aniwer your wxaxfwerable 
Quettion, The trath of Fact we eafily believe, the fame 
accident having fometimes happen'd to Humane Biréhs. But 
thac there is Air in the Body, none ever queffion'd.—— 
Wind is a Degre: mort than Airy or Abr compréffid;——~ this 
we are {ure 1s inthe Body, —— becauie it comes out ont. But 
this you'll fay, is, not to talk hke an Asatomiji,——-- nor 
wou'd it be very civil co do fo, only we'll fay, thé t Nouri h- 
ment being conveigh’d to the Fetus, Wind may be allo, and 
no Efiea 1s, as we fee by the Childs being otten ingar'd by 
; windy Nouri/bment. 94 
a Hs Washer @ Spiritual Subftance bath difting 
parts ? Be ‘ 

Anfw. No diftin® Phyfical parts, as a Body hath, for then 
*cwou'd be a Body 5 but Metaphyfical, of Elience and Exi- 
ftence,¢~c. or fuch like may be granted ; ——. we mean in 
fuch Spiritual Subjtances as admit of Compofition,for there can 
be no Compofition without different parts to be compounded. —— 
Burin chac molt fimple Being, che firlt axcompounded Effence, 
and Farber of Spirits, thofe who allow any parts deferve as 
heavy an Anathema from Pbilofopby as Divinity has already 
given ‘em, j . 

Quelt. ¢. Whether the Seat of the Soul be in the Glandula 
Pinealis ? : 

Anfw. That the Soul operates in the Head in another man- 
ney than in any other part of the Body, and that the Function 
of Thinking or Reasoning is perform’d there, our very 
Sincts do almoft teach us, by that fort of pain which we 
ful there after any intenfé mtditation , as we have former- 
ly obferv’d. There we fay it mult be, becaule there it 
operates, oneof which unanfwerably follows upon the others 
but how ic is we are as much co feek as bow it operates, and 


where as bow, if. che precife point, or place be demanded, ‘ 


Monfieur des Cartes Opinion was generally embrae’d in the 
lait Age, who finding chat finall Gland in the Head, - which 
had no ufe by Anatomifts affign'd thereto, he concluded it 
the Principal and Immediate Seat of the Soul, but lacer Ana- 
Ans (ts have fince found a much lower Office for it, and thar 
Fancy of his is as much décry'd as it was heretofore almoft 
univerfally -embrac’d. 

Queft. 6. Why fhouwd a Blockhead have One out of 
Ten? 

An(w. The Quevift is beholding for that (barp thought to 
Mr. Bays his laft Play, as Bays himfelf fiole the only few good 
things there from Taffo’s Poem of the Seige of Jerufalet— 
who being him/ilf reputed a Blockbead to make a Parfon 
of, has railed ar2em all with or without occafion ever-fince.-.- 
Butler rhe Wit be whofe ’ewill, we'll here anfwer it. The 
Queftion is, _ Why fhou’d a Blockbead have One out of 
Ten? our anfwer is, -—- For the fame Reafon that a great- 
t Blchhead has the vother Nine, and that is, —— becaufe 
the Law gives ic him. i iia O. 

Queft. 7. Whether the Queen of Sheba, if now living, 
might not receive as ample SatisfaGtion from ov7 Modern Vir- 
twofi in any of the Queftions fhe propofid, as lht_did fram 
Solomon, and if fo, whetherbe flill deicrves to be reputed the 
wiielt of Men 2, ie 

Anfw, To the firft part,» we aofwer,—— No certains 


ty,-. for his Wifdom was infpir’d, as well as gotten by Obftr- 
vation, whereas our Philofophers have only the latter way of 
attaining it, .It the Queftion had been, —— Whether So. 
lomon might not be ignorantof many things which we sow 
know,the cafe had been much alter’@ ; tho’ this mightevea 
there be faid,——— thar we know not of any fich Que/lions 
fhe propoftd to him; anc! befides thar, many chines we “ow 
know, and look upon as xew Difcoveri¢s, Solomon might then 
be well acquainted with. There's fcarce any new Drvention 
if} Pbilofophy has made fuch noife as that of Circulation, 
which. yet fome /ngeniows Min, not improbably aflert to be 
known to Solomon,. and that he ABnigmatically defcribes ix tm 
the ath of Ecciefiafles,——— by the Whe! broken at the 
Ciflern,— however we are fure by his works he was excel- 
lencly skil'd in Morality and fome part Of Natural Philofo- 
phy, which he had to chat heighth, chat he may itill enjoy 
the Title of the Wife/t Man. 

Queft. 8. Why {ould the putting a Man's Hand ix cold Wa- 
ter occafion afuaden em tlion of Urine, notwith/tanding bis be~ 
ing fatt afleep ? 

Axjw. That [ notwithftanding) has loft its way, for if at 
allic muft be when a Man's efep, otherwife he muft have 
a cave Where he washes bis Hands: Nor is chere any difficuls, 
ty inthe Emiffion when flzeping, more chan waking, as ap- 
pears by their Sheets who have not the Retentive Facadtp 
tom, tho’ at other times they are /Lanch enough. But we 
need not have wafted all thefe words about it, for we cam 
ailure the Reader, ‘cisa perfec vulgar Error, asa thonfand 
other receév'd Opinions ave, and has nothing at all of Ttath im 
1, ——-~ atleaft, in thofe Experiments which we have made 
about it, 

Quett. o, Where the Romith Infallibiliry befides duving 
rhe vacancy of the Papal Chair ? (Tis was propoled and 
aulwered before the Choice was finifbed. 

Anjw. Not in the Pope, ——- for the laf is in Purgatory, 
and his Swceeffor not yer im Being. Not in a General Coun 
cil, for there's now no fuch thing j=» not in Pope and Generdt 
Council together, becaule there's neither of “emin mature s~ 
fonder: Not in the Univerfal particular Roman-Catholick 
Church, for the Eldeft Son of it, the molt Chriftian King, is 
as good as turn’d Turk, and worfe than all that, is 
ungracious, to call his Mother Whore. Notinthe CaPdinals, 
for then poor Infallibility wou'd be torn all to pieces, —— 
there wou'd be French Infaltibility againft Spanijh Infalli 
bility, andthe Zealots Infailibility ac Dazgirs drawing with 
both, —- Things being in this poflure, we think it very 
dangerous to interpofé in fuch a Battel-Reyal of Cretds, left 

Shey thould a}l agree and fall upon us for Midlirs ; —~ how 

ever thus much we'll venture to fay, tho’ they fhou'd 
threaten us with the H. Inquifition it felf, that whenever 
the poor half Spitch-Cockt Fathers agree where to place 
this rambling Infallibility, icamuft be either K. Lewis's Gold 
or K.Widliam’s Sword will have the Cafting Voice, 

Queft, 10. Whether Birds have any Government ? 

Anfw. The Bees, (and they are the Mufts Birds) certain- 
ly have, and chat a very regular one. But left any fhou'd 
be fo unkind to degrade thofe pretry Creatures into Fligs 
or Infecés 5 .we'll inflance infome of a little larger Wings 
All Birds, and Beafts, and Fijbes too, have thus much of 
Government,that che wiaker obeys,and the /lronger rules, ——« 
but ftill, whether, there’s any other fettled Subornation of 

power amongft’em we fuppofe is the Que(tion, ‘Tis oblerv’d 
in all your- Seafon-Birds, or thofe which go and come ag 
ftaced times of the Yar, that they fy in Troops, and ufea 
conftant order, in their Marches, regarding the Wind, and 
throwing rhemfelves into fuch a Body as ts moft conveni- 
ent either so move againfh of with it, as their oceafions, 
ferve. They have, befides their Scouts and advan’a 
Guards before to fcour the Countrey, or difcover an Enemy; 
{ce Bochart de Ciconia —— in anim. Sacr. And if that does 
not fatisfic, read Bergerack's Super-celeftial Navigations, and 
you'll have the exacteft account of their Order, Laws, Ge. 
vernmnt,, manner of living-that you can any where 
meet wich. ye : rpertidie a ttten aaa nae 

Queft, 11." it reported in a ry, t € 
inte days of Arson Judge of ‘ch World, 
29790, and that Dido was 


* 


Iftael, in the year of the Be 
ughcer ro Kehbaal Ks of © 
ee Sided 


w* 
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Sidon ind Trt, Twhofe Danghter Jezabel was marrid 18 K- 

Ahad; fo that by this Aineas maft bave liv'’d long before Ds- 

do, and all the Hifferians and Poets fabulous, in what they re- 

Lae of thar Acquaintance and Amours;—— wheber of the 
? 


a the beft Chrenolog ers and Hifforians on this Quefti- 


on inform us,—— That Ethbsal, OF Ithobaal, or Fut bobaal 
, Grandjor, whofe 
(for by ail chofe names be is call’'d) had a i 
name was Metimus, who had two Sons, Pygmalion and Bar- 
ca, and two Daughters, £474 or Dido, and Asta. That 
Pygmalion having mur thertd Sicheus, Dido's Husband for the 
fake of bis Trtafart, as Fuhin and others cell us, Didein the 
Seventh 7.21 of his Rergn failed wo Afric, and buile Car- 
thage, which heppened by Computation 143 years after 
the building of Saenien’s Temple, which was about fome 289 
after the Deiraitien Of Tra,— when Aiuas was in a bad 
Condition tomake a Lover of, for he muft have been 0f- 
em in his Grave many years before. However, ‘us Injuftice 
16 blame the Poer for tins miftake in Chronology, which 
he was not oblig’d to take any Care of. a 
ucft. 12. Ds you believe the Romans in thar greateft 
Power bad jo many Soldiers as the prefent French B. fup- 
dit be true what w faid,—— that be bate tour hundred 
and fitc: thouland men, bi fides all that are obliged to Walt wp- 
en bim by Proclamation, viz. hs Militia ana Noble is? 

Aiko. Thar Computation of four hundred and fifty thoufand 
men, of as fome have firetch’d it, frve bunared thoujand, 
the K. of France bis Garrifons and Armus, was made when 
he look’d fo big, that the World was almoft efraid co think 
he had es, or queftion any thing that cou’d be faid of his 
Power; —— but now we are gor a lice mare him, the 
Lion is not fo dreadful, nor his Guard hear to mamtrous as we 
‘then apprehended. Even at the Sitge of Mons, W hen he 
drew cogether almoft all bis Forces, and lefe his Fronriers 
to the Ahtne quire uncover'd, he amounted not on all that 
fide of the Countrey, even In their own Computation, to 
much above 4 hundred thonfand, W hich he was immed ate- 
ly afrer the place was fold and aciver a, forc'd to haften 
back by long Marches, and a great part of “elm, to the Rhine, 
Saco, and other places. ~—~ If we confider him at pre- 
fent, —— he has nor, according to our Gazette, above 
fifty thou{and,but let’s fuppofe it to be 60 now In his Army In 
Flanders, and yer de Loge is (carce twenty thoufand on the 
Rhine, and finds his Heels his beft defence againtt Saxory. 
Catinat at mot, vot thirty thoufand in Satoy, whence too 
he’s retiring as faft as he can.——— Now fhou’d we be fo 
liberal, asto reckon thele three Armics together to amount 
to two bandred thoufand, which they do not, by not much a- 
bove half the number, what fhou’d we fill do for the other 
two hundred and fijty thoufand, or where (hall we find ’em? 
Nor in Garvifons, for ac that rate he mutt have avove fixty 
Garrifons, each upward of four thoxfand men, whicicas 
he has drain'd or quittuud as many as pothble,—— not io 
the Firld, where it now moft fiands him 10 ftead to have 
’em, the Turks being on the point of making Peace with the 
Emperor, if they have not already done it, for want of 
thac Diver(ion which the Grand Signior’s dear Brother and Al- 
lie promiied co give the Germans on this fide ot Ewropr; 
and the K. of England prijjing him every day with to Vi- 
gorous and Numerous an Army, and chating his beit Ge- 
neral and al! his Forces from one Wood to another, like a 
parcel of Robbers rather than Solvers. Thus muchof the 
K.cf Frances Force, —— for thar of the Ola Romans, ac tuch 
diftance we are not like tro get a very éxatt account of 
‘em.——— ‘That which we produce fhall be irom good ain- 
thers, Dio and Polybius 5 the firft gives us che number oftheir 
Legions, the other, of ali their Forces, mcluding their Asxi- 
liaries and Allies. Dio cells ws, Augafius reauc’d the Legions 
from cwenty five to nintcen or twenty,to which were aicter- 
wards added thirccen more,as we find from the Infcripaon 
of an old Column given us by Dempfiery and by other Prin- 
ces fix more were ftill added, in all Thirty eight. Now 
every Ligion contifted in the heighth of the Rowan Em- 
pire, of Six thoufand Foot, and Seven hundred thirty two 
Horie, fometimes more, which multiply’d by Thirty eight 
amount to 255816. Add to this their wwxiliaries, Which, 
tho’ Dempfier wills us, were not { many as their Ligions, yer 
did undoubtedly amount to a mach greater. number, Which 
" appearsto any who confule Polydivs his account of their 
greal Mifier, even before they had fubdu’d the Gauls, 
Brittain, of many other Narions,—— when iavaded by 
the Gaals ander their cwo Kings, -—— Concolitratus and A- 
sarecflus, dhey and the Fercus under their Command, and 
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juft within their tal, ready to march oh occafor, were 
reckon’d at Seven bundred thoufand Foot, and Seventy they. 
fand Horfe. 

Quef. 13. Js tht Hiftory of St. Paul's Conveffion, ‘si 
faid th th AGs,——~ “ Tioft that wire with Wig heatd the 
Voice, but fav no Man, cap. 9.v.7. Bat, cap. 22. St. Paul 
fays, © Thy faw the Liphe, bat heard to Voice. 
And in ver, 25.—— “ The feli down to tht Earth:— But ix 
Cap. 9. ¥.7.— “* They ftood fheechlefs. —~ — Aré got all thefe 
Contradictions to each other ? 

Arfw. By no means.— For the Firft,—~ A Man may 
be faid tobear, and mt tobéar the fame thing, at che fame 
time ;———. tohtar a Sound, but nor aiflinctiy widerfland the 
Words.— Thus, when Weare at a S?) mon, at too reat di- 
flanct fromthe Preacher, Wehbear the found ot e ey Word, and 
yet truly fay We can’t bear on Words chat is, diflinftly and iy. 


telligibly. Thus exadily it Was in the préfint Cafe. For the 
feccnd Difficulry, — How they cou'd fee, and rot fee: —That’s 
yet more <4fz.— They fawno Man, noPerfon. no Rod, 

; = “J2 
undéva,-= buc they faw a Light ; one of which is far e- 


nough irom the other. For the Third,-- How they fil’ dows 
and yee flood fpechlifs: —~ This too may rationally beac. 
coumed for, according to our common way cf Expr:finx 
“ Why fland ye here all the Day idle? is no more than Why 
art you idle all the Day ?--- And we commonly encugh ita De 
not ftand- fooling , that is,- - Don't fool ;--- though the Pefon 
we adiré{sto may be fitting, as well as fanding. 

Quett. 15. Wro ix your Judgment, have wrote cleareft ard 
clofeft concerning the late Revolution ? 

Axjw. There have been fo many excellent pieces writtery 
on this gréat Subjeéf, that’cis not tafit, nor perhaps modi 
to commend one above another, or determine which is 
befi ; —— and cf thefe, very many, nay, by far the Larger 
part, written by Clergy-men, fo little reafon have fome 
perfons to refleé& on the Loyalty of that Great and Learn. 


cu Body, —— The meafures of Chrifliat Subjeclion, em 
one of the firft written, feems to po to the very bottom of 
the Caufte A Dialogue wherein the Judgment Cf the Re 
verend——— Bilhop Sandtrfon is given aud examined in 


this Subje&, is very clear as far as the lawfaine{s of our 
Subjection, Submiffion and Allegiance to’ pretent Govern- 
ment, as are Dr, Sherloch’s Reasons, ard many orhers 
The Obfervator, and the Northern Vicar, weve at ic very 
tarly, feem pretty well matci’d, and as much of Arp; te 
on both fides are in moft of what has appear’d on ti. Sub- 
jG. There’sa hice book faid to be Dr. P — és, which 
is as clear and home on bot Braxchis, beth the facia 
and de jare part, as can be defir’ jee and when che 
Second Part ol a late excilient Lok, cailed God's way 
of difpoling Kingdoms,—— comes abroad. thok who 
icrupie at Alligiance to the preicnt Government wy] enher 
be fatufid, or none but a rougher fort ot Argument will 
make *em fo. : 

Queft.15 How cou'd a Serpent (peak with the Voice of 
@ Man, 48 inthe Hi tory of Eve, wiin Speech is the Pro pert 
of Man o1 ly f d 

Anjw. While things run on in the ordinary cour(i of Nature 
we acknowledge Spiech is the Incomuuncable Pro rbery P ‘ 
Man, but where teat holds no longer, neines does tl n If 
the Devil made ufe of a real Serpent to rempr Our firfi Pure 's 
as moft are inclined to believe, he a ighr with as muc cafe 
alio make ufe ot ns Orgins, or rather jorm new ones be wg 
haps, make words in the Air without any (uct Oy ry (0 
accomplifh his Ends. . = 
Gn ahd what Daw thee haan oy go aie beh 

) ge of bis 
made? 

Anfw. Thefe Queftions are near a bin. and cheir Avfoly 
tion Gepends on each orher.---- We’) hegin with the LA : 
Wherein thac Imag of God con fified in Which Adam was tp 
We beheve it confified AnOwINg, Wiking snd aii 
and that all @ccording to i bightfi perjeétion of PPR) 
Nat. 0 knowing, and therein efpeciaily in Re lea 
my wihing,~— or that liderty he was then ennrely’ yw, 
of, whereas now he has but a maim’d Branch c f it lefe, tit 
tle more than a fad Liberty to Evil, —- and in géi» or od 
ercifing virewous Habits, all which being Serna 
weaken'd or difac’d by the fall, thofe few Notices and ri 
ot Knowledge, Liberty, and Gocdnefs which yet remai 
racher now a wreak and waterilh réflexion of thar Dhase, 
than the fame with whac was our firtt, {0 giori ~ 
upon the Nature of Man. Gren Son 


WHOM he was 
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